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Implementing Suggestions on Deepening the Reform of Examination and
Enrolment System and Steadily Advancing the National Assessment System of

Foreign Language Proficiency
JIANG Gang

Abstract: Suggestions on Deepening the Reform of Examination and Enrolment System, issued by the State Council,
states that the “construction of the assessment system of foreign language proficiency” is an imperative task. It is a
national requirement of foreign language learning and assessment reform. In response to Suggestions, the Ministry of
Education sets the aim of establishing a multi— functional national assessment system of foreign language
proficiency of unified criteria. The foundation of the system is constructing English language proficiency scales,
namely China’s Standards of English. By providing unified criteria of language proficiency for all stages in language
education, China’ s Standards of English is intended to offer a bridge to life—long learning, and a method for
connecting different foreign language education sectors and appropriate assessments of multiple learning outcomes.
At present, a descriptors bank of international standard has been set up, which can provide theoretical references
and proficiency standards for reconfiguring the current exams, and developing a new National English Testing
System to meet the varying needs in graduation, college admission, work and emigration. At the end of 2020, a
modern assessment system of foreign language proficiency will be achieved, which will stimulate English teaching
reform, help classified and graded tests, and elevate the quality and efficiency of foreign language education.

Keywords: Reform of the Examination and Enrolment System; National Assessment System of Foreign Language

Proficiency; Foreign Language Proficiency Standards; English Proficiency Scales
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